Bus riding experience
Riding a bus in the United States bears a social stigma such that it is seen that riding a bus is a humiliation. Not only is riding a bus regarded as a humiliation but it is also seen as an indication that the poor people particularly the black and Latinos ride the bus while the real Americans drove cars or took the train to their relevant destinations. I have never used a bus before so I have no prior experience to confirm these assumptions. However, in order to test these stereotypes and assumptions, I took the opportunity to ride on a bus through the city to gain the bus riding experience. 
In order to gain the best view, I sat near the back of the bus. Even there, the passengers noticed me because they would greet me as they found their seats. In the bus I boarded, the seats were arranged such a way that they were running vertically on both sides of the bus, therefore, such arrangement encouraged interaction with fellow travelers. The riders in the bus were mixed but the majority of the riders in the bus were men: young black and Latino men belonging to the working age, middle and college students and older white male who seemed to be of the retirement age. Most of these people in the bus had a common appearance, mostly weathered and wearing oversized clothes. The young riders were neatly dressed and did not look anything like poverty. I clearly noted that the buses were not for the poor like many people assume but also the destitute. The bus was like a social club where these kinds of people meet and socialize with others like them, connect and catch up on the latest happenings including how to get help and make money. Over the course of the trip, I met different people with interesting characters. One man who sat next to me was black about age 40 and he claimed that he made his living driving a dominos truck. He was telling how his job is quite engaging while the pay is too little and that he basically survives every day because there is no otherwise. Another man who sat on the next seat was 38 years old who was homeless and seemed to be kind even though he did not talk much. Amazingly I also encountered an evangelist who spent the whole trip reading the bible and would occasionally talk and pray with her friends on the phone. I deduced that she was a positive person and full of happiness in her life because while talking on the phone she would smile a lot and make laughs also. I noticed that the driver knew or was familiar with most of the people boarding the bus because he would have conversations with most of the people riding on the bus. Not just a mere greeting but also engaged in full conversations. One particular conversation I remember was the driver talking to a thirty five year old man who greeted him while alighting the bus and said to the driver that he wanted to rush and finish running his errands so that he can afford some time to smoke since he cannot afford to some joint while running his regular job in the morning.  Even though most of the people in the bus seemed like less fortunate, they were quite happy, positive and comfortable as they socialized and connected with each other.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Most common assumptions and stereotypes associated with riding the bus are that buses are for the poor, people get mugged on the busses and the people who ride the buses are gross and crazy and that real Americans took train and order cars. My experience riding the bus proved to me that these stereotypes and assumptions are wrong. In fact, riding the bus is a great way of getting to know the city better and also connect with the people in the community better. On a larger perspective, using public means for transport helps in keeping the environment greener as it helps improve the air quality, save energy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Importantly, riding a bus provides one with a better picture of the real happenings of the real world unlike when driving in your car alone.  I also noted that it is not only the poor people who ride the bus. There were students riding the bus to get to school, and teenagers who could not drive yet, some parents were also in the bus taking their children to the schools across the city, the old men who could no longer drive but needed to get out and go to the shops also used the bus. Working people also used the bus to go to and from their workplaces as this was a convenient way of transport. Others were going to their places of errands such as the clinical appointments, baseball, and football games and many other errands. In summation, my experience taught me much about the perception that people have regarding riding buses in America. The stereotypes about riding buses need to be stopped as they are not true. Buses are not for the poor, crazy and definitely no place for a mugging. Instead, people connect, socialize, get entertained and talk about current news and happenings. 
 
